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In this issue:

The Transforming Tourism Value Chains project is a 4-year global initiative that was launched in 2017 by the
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). It supports the countries in reducing greenhouse gas

emissions and improving resource efficiency in key tourism sector value chains with high resource use, i.e.
accommodation, food & beverage, and meetings, incentives, conferences and events (MICE). Transforming the

sector to low carbon, resource efficient operations, requires an increase in sustainable consumption and
production (SCP) practices by businesses and tourists through more coherent actions in countries.
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The Philippine Stakeholders Advisory Group (PSTAG)’s 12th meeting, held on
March 18, 2021, focused on the Campaign to Phase out Single Use Plastics (SUP)
and the validation of the implementation plan for the Roadmap for Low Carbon
and Resource Efficient tourism in the Philippines. 

The plan for the gathering a new set of partners for the SUP Campaign, which was
launched in May 2021, was presented to the PSTAG members and proved to be
timely given the rising surge of waste, particularly medical waste, during the
pandemic. The campaign, which is accessible in Tagalog and Ilonggo versions,
encourages tourism stakeholders to reduce existing plastic waste as much as
possible, while adhering to health and safety protocols and adopting reuse
models whenever possible. 

One of the objectives of the meeting was also to validate the Implementation Plan
of the Roadmap for Low Carbon and Resource Efficient Tourism in the Philippines,
which is a strategic document aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) that showcases a suite of solutions to help the Philippines become a more
sustainable tourism destination. The overview of the implementation plan was
presented to provide an idea to members on its structure, which is divided into
national activities and programs that support four systemic solutions, namely:
Sustainable Food Value Chains, Sustainable Events, Beat Pollution, and Sustainable
Energy. Delivery mechanisms include capacity building of stakeholders, research,
awareness raising activities, policy development, and pilot implementation. The
Implementation Plan is aimed to be updated every six months. 

Present in the meeting were representatives from the Philippine Department of
Tourism (DOT), the Philippine Association of Convention/Exhibition Organizers
and Suppliers (PACEOS), Tourism Congress of the Philippines (TCP), Philippine
Hotel Owners Association, Inc. (PHOA), the Climate Change Commission (CCC),
the Chamber of Commerce of the Philippine Islands (CCPI), De La Salle - College
of Saint Benilde (DLS-CSB), and the Philippine Center for Environmental
Protection and Sustainable Development (PCEPSDI).
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PSTAG Hosts Meeting on 
Tackling Plastic Pollution and
Concretizing Implementation Plan
for Sustainable Tourism 
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The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), in partnership with
Waste and Resources Action Programme (WRAP) and PCEPSDI, organized
a webinar on April 13, 2021 to provide an overview of the Resource
Efficiency (RE) Tool and the possibilities for its future development. It was
designed for organisations and businesses interested to build or invest in
the RE Tool, by integrating it into other tools and/or management
software. It also sought to provide a walk-through of the tool to supporting
organizations that provide technical support to accommodation businesses
in monitoring their use of natural resources, using a ‘train the trainers’
format. Lastly, aside from introducing the tool to new hotels and MICE
partners of the Transforming Tourism Value Chains (TVC) project, it also
served as a good refresher for those establishments already using the RE
Tool. 

The RE Tool Webinar encouraged participants to watch a 40-minute
introduction video of the Tool here. The webinar was mainly an extensive
open forum where participants could ask questions and get clarifications.
Interested parties may view the recording here. 

UNEP Organizes Resource Efficiency
Tool Webinar for Asia, Africa and
Europe 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fc1WmLJvdf0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kk-7qqJvBn4


In honor of World Consumer Rights Day on March 15, 2021, the Department of Trade and Industry - Consumer
Policy and Advocacy Bureau (CPAB) invited PCEPSDI as a resource speaker for their Consumer Care Webinar Series
to talk about responsible tourism and how we can achieve this through plastic upcycling and waste management.
The webinar, held on March 11, 2021, was open to the public and streamed live on the Facebook page of DTI - CPAB,
which can be found here. 

Mr. Kiko Velhagen, Project Officer of the Transforming Tourism Value Chains project, first introduced PCEPSDI and its
advocacy and efforts towards Sustainable Development through Ecolabelling, followed by a background on the plastic
problem in the Philippines. Mr. Velhagen also shed light on the negative effects of plastic pollution towards the
tourism industry, particularly coastal tourism destinations, followed by strategies to tackle the plastic problem. The
main point of discussion of these strategies revolved around how the Transforming Tourism Value Chains project is
being implemented and how it aims to increase awareness about the problem of plastics through the project’s
Campaign to Phase out Single Use Plastics, capacity building of stakeholders, sharing of best practices, and promoting
the initiatives of partners such as World Wide Fund for Nature -Philippines (WWF-Philippines) and Clean our Oceans
Project (CoOp). 

The following month, on April 27, 2021, PCEPSDI also took part as a speaker in a webinar hosted by United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP), the first Transforming Tourism in Action: Tackling Plastic Pollution webinar for
Europe, Asia Pacific and Africa. The webinar provided an overview of the evolving environment, both from the public
and private sector perspective, that enabled tourism businesses to take ambitious actions to tackle plastic pollution. 

Project Officer Mr. Velhagen presented the findings of the Readiness Assessment for the Philippines to increase its
ambition to tackle plastic pollution, as well key insights from the local Campaign to Phase Out Single Use Plastics. The
findings from the Readiness Assessment that were discussed include an overview of existing regulations and policy
developments, on-going initiatives from the hospitality industry,other private businesses and organizations from the
public sector, and finally gaps and recommendations to increase Philippine ambition on the problem. A recording of
the webinar can be found here.  

Tackling Plastic Pollution Webinars with UNEP and DTI
Engagements
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https://www.facebook.com/DTI.ConsumerCare/videos/269296358093090
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mWumGRn8d04&t=3s


New Batch of Campaign Partners Help to
Minimize Single-Use Plastics 
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ART CARDS DESIGNED BY PHIL. DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM

As of May 2021, a new group of organizations
and businesses have joined the Campaign to
Phase Out Single Use Plastics in the Tourism
Sector. This Campaign was initiated by the
United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) last 2020, which has been adapted and
relaunched this year 2021 by the Philippine
Center for Environmental Protection and
Sustainable Development, Inc. (PCEPSDI) under
the Transforming Tourism Value Chains (TVC)
Project, and the Philippine Department of
Tourism (DOT) through their sustainability
thrust, Save Our Spots. 

The Campaign is designed to raise the
awareness of hotel management, procurers,
staff, tourists and guests in reducing their
consumption of problematic single-use plastic
items in their establishments while adhering to
health and safety protocols. The key messages
of this campaign are in line with the Global
Tourism Plastics Initiative. This year, the second
launch commenced on May 25-26, 2021,
included Tagalog and Ilonggo translations of
the key messages, to attain a wider range of
audience in the sector. The campaign also
increased public awareness in social media
platforms of existing initiatives addressing SUPs
being implemented by hotels and resorts, as
well as those by the government, academe and
civil sectors. 

Inspiring initiatives from industry partners of
this batch range from providing guests
refillables instead of disposable containers or
using eco-friendly items for toiletries and
sanitation kits such as bamboo toothbrushes
and wooden combs; providing biodegradable,
compostable or reusable utensils and other
food and beverage containers such as paper
cups, paper bags, metal straws and glass
bottles; as well as conducting educational
campaigns to their stakeholders and networks. 

https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sustainable-tourism/global-tourism-plastics-initiative
https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sustainable-tourism/global-tourism-plastics-initiative


New Batch of Campaign Partners Help
to Minimize Single-Use Plastics (cont.)
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More than 30 businesses and organizations from various
destinations in the Philippines participated in this awareness
campaign to promote key messages on plastic circulation, elimination
and innovation. The complete list of partners are the following: 
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From the accommodations sector:
Holiday Inn & Suites Makati
Nature’s Village Resort
Bohol Association of Hotels, Resorts,
and Restaurants
Club Paradise Palawan
Discovery Shores Boracay
Modala Beach Resort
Conrad Manila
Park Inn by Radisson Bacolod
Park Inn by Radisson Clark
Park Inn by Radisson Davao
Park Inn by Radisson Iloilo
Park Inn by Radisson North Edsa
Pico Sands Hotel
Radisson Blu Cebu
Taal Vista Hotel
SMX Convention Center

From the PSTAG members: 
Chamber of Commerce of the
Philippine Islands (CCPI)
Bridging Leaders for Sustainable
Development, Inc. (BLSD)
Philippine Exhibitions and Trade
Corporation (PETCO)
Climate Change Commission (CCC)

Philippine Hotel Owners Association,
Inc. (PHOA)
Philippine Association of
Convention/Exhibition Organizers
and Suppliers, Inc. (PACEOS)
Tourism Congress of the Philippines
(TCP)

From the NGOs: 
World Wide Fund for Nature -
Philippines (WWF-Philippines)
Clean Our Oceans Project (CoOp)
The Reef World Foundation 

From the academe sector:
Cavite State University Silang Campus
San Vicente Elementary School Biñan
Laguna
Dr. Jose Tamayo Memorial
Elementary School
Tomas A. Toralba Memorial
Elementary School

ART CARDS DESIGNED BY PHIL. DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM



As of writing, four more hotels have joined the Transforming Tourism Value
Chains project, and are participating in the development of the country’s first
baseline for greenhouse gas emissions in the tourism sector in the Philippines.
These hotels are: Modala Beach Resort from Panglao, Bohol, Nature’s Village
Resort from Negros Occidental, and two resorts under Discovery Hospitality
Corporation, namely Club Paradise Palawan and Discovery Shores Boracay. All
the establishments named have their own unique set of environmental initiatives
that support their advocacies for sustainability and the preservation of the natural
resources of the country. Undergoing training in using the project’s Resource
Efficiency Tool to be able to track their greenhouse gas emissions and resource
consumption is another achievement and added skill set to their list. 

The objective of the Transforming Tourism Value Chains project is to reduce greenhouse gas
footprint and increase resource efficiency of its main stakeholders, Hotels and MICE businesses.
To facilitate this, the project has developed a tool to monitor and analyze the operations of these
establishments by collecting necessary data such as energy, food, water consumption and guest
nights, to name a few. This data will be used to establish a baseline of greenhouse gas emissions
and to determine the direction of sustainability for the Philippine tourism industry and achieve
the necessary reduction targets planned out by the project and the Roadmap for Low-Carbon
and Resource-Efficient Tourism in the Philippines. 
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Hotels from Western Visayas and Palawan
push to monitor greenhouse gas emissions 
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The Transforming Tourism Value Chains (TVC) project has had a total
of three engagements with academic institutions, all with the aim of
advocating for sustainable tourism development among the youth.
These institutions are: Jose Rizal University; Immaculate Heart of
Mary College - Parañaque; and the Ateneo de Manila University,
through the Ateneo Economics Association.

On March 10, 2021, Jose Rizal University (JRU) hosted a webinar, in
partnership with PCEPSDI, on "Creating A Responsible Tourism
Industry in the Philippines", to increase awareness about sustainable
tourism in the Philippines among JRU college students and faculty.
Jouelle Nerveza, Programme Officer of PCEPSDI, discussed the
current environmental situation in the country, and introduced how
the organization promotes sustainable development through
ecolabelling in various sectors such as tourism. Kiko Velhagen, Project
Officer of PCEPSDI, then presented about practicing sustainability in
tourism and hospitality through the TVC project. He also provided
students ideas on how they might begin their sustainable journey
from their households and in their career. PCEPSDI Executive
Director June Alvarez and JRU President Dr. Vicente Fabella both
provided short messages of support to promote and kickstart the
partnership.

On April 7, 2021, the Immaculate Heart of Mary College - Parañaque
invited the Transforming Tourism Value Chains project to be a
resource speaker for their webinar, entitled “Science Collab: The
Greener Approach During Pandemic”, for their Grade 7 - 10
students. Project Officer Kiko Velhagen provided a sustainability and
environmental basis for how the plastic pollution affected the tourism
industry, and presented ways to lessen single-use plastics through
responsible tourism, taking into consideration the COVID 19
pandemic. 

Lastly, the Ateneo Economics Association (AEA) conducted
“AEAdvocacy Week: Building Bridges”, a week-long virtual event
(April 12-16) with the theme of “service and volunteerism”. During
this week, the AEA held a virtual conference and an online
organizational fair to introduce different non-government
organizations (NGOs), one of which was PCEPSDI, to the Ateneo
student body. Through the event, AEA aims to not only encourage
the Ateneo Loyola Schools community to think more critically about
various social issues, especially those particular to the Philippine
context, but to also provide the avenue to act upon their personal
advocacy/s. Project Officer Kiko Velhagen introduced PCEPSDI, and
the organization’s advocacy and efforts towards sustainable
development through ecolabelling, followed by a background on the
Transforming Tourism Value Chains Project. 

PCEPSDI continues engaging
the youth for sustainable
tourism
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Resources & Publications 
for A Sustainable Tourism Industry

Addressing Pollution From Single-Use Plastic
Products
Global Tourism Plastics Initiative, 2021

This document is relevant for the achievement of the
objectives of the Global Tourism Plastics Initiative. It
supports the elimination of unnecessary and
problematic plastic products; highlights the role of
reuse models to eliminate the use of unnecessary and
problematic plastic items; it outlines areas in which
engagement throughout the value chain is required to
spur innovation; and reinforces the need for context-
based approaches to ensure plastic is circulated back
into the economy through recycling and material
recovery. The document can be accessed here.
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https://www.oneplanetnetwork.org/sites/default/files/210706_-_single-use_plastic_products_-_doble_pagina_final.pdf


Resource Efficiency Tool 
(Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Monitoring Tracker)

This spreadsheet allows hotels/supporting organizations to collect data about resource efficiency. Collecting
this data has two purposes: 1) Allows hotels and MICE to monitor their resource efficiency over time to see
where any actions they are taking have effects, and 2) Provides information that can be used to produce a
baseline for the hotels and MICE sector of the tourism industry in a country. 

Kindly contact us to inquire about the tool and undergoing training for carbon footprint monitoring and tracking.

Resources & Publications 
for A Sustainable Tourism Industry
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Transforming Tourism Value Chains - Philippines
Philippine Center for Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development, Inc.
(PCEPSDI)
4B, Development Academy of the Philippines Building, San Miguel Avenue, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 1605, Philippines
         tvc4relcd@gmail.com

         (+632)8631-2151 | (+63)915-293-4532

         www.pcepsdi.org.ph

         /transformingtourismph

Transforming Tourism Value Chains - Global 
         www.oneplanetnetwork.org/transforming-tourism

         @TransformTrsm 

         http://bit.ly/TransformingTourismYT

Contact Us
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